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[The Arabic novel and Zarga Al Yamama: a sociological study in the novel "*Utopia"*
by Ahmed Khaled Tawfik]

Abstract:

This paper relies on the social methodology in analyzing the novel "Utopia" by the Egyptian novelist
Ahmed Khalid Tawfik. The novel was published in 2008 in its first edition. The novel attempts to
predict the events in Egypt considering the class inequality that Egyptian society witnessed during the
late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries under the rule of President Mubarak. The analysis of
the novel is based on the theory put forward by the critic Lucien Goldman about the "content of form™.
The researcher tries to extrapolate the narrative structure that Goldman assumes carries a message,
regardless of the content it expresses.
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The structure of the novel Utopia depends on two contradictory worlds: the world of the rich,
who live inside fortified buildings ruled by money and guarded by the Marines. On the other side, the
other world is the world of poverty outside Utopia where the poor suffer deprivation and eat garbage.
From beginning to end, the novel is based on the contradiction between the two worlds.

key words: Novel, Utopia, Ahmed Khaled Tawfik, Sociology of the novel, Lucien Goldman,
the social approach, structure analysis
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